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History Essential Knowledge: Progression Document  
Embedding our 

learning 

culture 

Curricular Goal: Know significant events of British and world history  

KS2: How do I show that I know about significant events in British and world history? 

KS1: How do I show that I know about important people and events from the past? 

Safe                

positive attitudes 

to learning visits   

British Values 

Achieving 

alteration in LTM  

building 

knowledge 

including 

knowledge checks 

and mini 

knowledge checks 

personalised 

learning  

Nurtured  

dialogic approach 

learning from 

mistakes  

development of 

cultural capital: 

enhancements 

 

Included 

pupils supported 

to meet 

endpoints 

British Values  

Respected 

development of 

interpersonal 

skills: the whole 

child 

 

 R Units of Essential 
Knowledge 

Year 1 & 2 Units of Essential Knowledge 

 

Year 3 & 4 Units of Essential Knowledge 

 

Year 5 & 6 Units of Essential Knowledge 

 

 A B A B A B A B A&B A B A B A&B A B 
Toys GPP GFOL Sea side  Mary 

Seacole 
Louis 

Braille 

Roman 

Britain 

Stone Age Time 

Box 

Vikings and 

Anglo 

Saxons 

Ancient 

Egypt 

Mayan Local Time 

Box 

Ancient 

Greece 

Thematic 

Component 1: 

Know the 

chronology of a 

unit of 

essential 

knowledge 

 

 

 

People and their roles in society 

Immediate family and community 

People familiar to them 

Investigating past and present 

The language of ‘past’ and 

‘present’ 

Past: already happened 

Present: happening now 

Comment on images of familiar 

situations in the past: homes, 

schools, transport 

Pictures, artefacts, accounts 

Similarities and differences of 

past and present 

Chronology of events 

 

 

Comparing past and present 

Compare and contrast: settings 

characters from stories 

(fictional)figures from the past 

(non-fictional) (King/Queen)  

themes and children’s 

experiences of these (bravery, 

kindness) 

 

 

The common words and phrases relating to the passing of time: 

old/new, past, a long time ago/in the olden days, then/now, before/after 

 

 place units of essential knowledge on a timeline (see progression of 

timelines) 

 where appropriate the chronology of events/dates within a unit of essential 

knowledge 

 

 

The dates related to units of knowledge and previously learnt units of essential 

knowledge 

 

 place on a timeline (see progression of timelines) 

 where appropriate the chronology of events/dates within a unit of essential 

knowledge 

 

The dates related to units of essential knowledge and previously learnt periods 

of history  

 

 place on an independently created timeline (see progression of timelines) 

 where appropriate the chronology of events/dates within a unit of essential 

knowledge 

 

 

 

Component 2: 

Know the 

characteristics 

of a unit of 

essential 

knowledge  

What toys 

are/were 

like  

material 

AU Sci: 

materials 

 

Who was 

involved 

and what 

happened  

Y1 AU RE: 

beliefs 

What 

happened  

Y1 AU 

Geog: UK 

What the 

seaside 

is/was like 

leisure 

activities 

Y1 SP 

Geog: 

features 

of 

Jamaica 

(Y2) 

Who she 

was and 

what she 

did 

Who he 

was and 

what he 

did 

YR UTW: 

senses 

(Y1) 

Y1 SU Sci: 

animals  

The Romans 

were invaders 

(Roman 

Empire) 

   

Roles of men 

and women 

  

Y2 AU Geog: 

continent 

 

 

 

Stone Age 

people were 

an early 

civilisation 

 

Settlements 

 

Roles of men 

and women  

 

Role of 

religion 

 

 

 The Anglo-

Saxons were 

invaders 

 

Roles of men 

and women  

 

Role of 

religion 

 

Y2 AU Geog: 

continent 

 

 

The Ancient 

Egyptians 

were an early 

civilisation 

 

Role of the 

Nile (trade) 

 

Roles of men 

and women  

 

Role of 

religion 

  

Y3 SU Geog: 

rivers (Y4) 

Y2 SU Geog: 

place (River 

Wharfe) 

 

Maths: shape 

 

The Mayans 

were an early 

civilisation 

 

Settlement      

 

Roles of men 

and women  

(trade) 

 

Role of 

religion 

Hierarchy 

 

Y4 SP B 

Geog: rivers 

Y4 AU B 

Geog: climate 

zones  

 

Y5 AU B 

Geog: land 

use patterns 

(Y6) 

  

Maths: shape 

 

Otley/ 

Askwith 

during 

Victorian 

times: 

 

Roles of men 

and women 

  

Leisure 

activities and  

school life 

 

 

 

 The Ancient 

Greeks were 

an early 

civilisation 

 

Roles of men 

and women  

 

Role of 

religion 

 

Hierarchy  

 

Y4 AU B 

Geog: climate 

zones  

  

 

 

Component 3: 

Know the 

similarities and 

differences/ 

continuity and 

change of a 

unit of 

essential 

knowledge   

Differences 

in toys 

then and 

now 

 

Different 

experiences 

of Bonfire 

night in 

their 

family 

Difference 

in ways of 

stopping 

fire then 

and now  

equipment  

YR UTW: 

fire 

fighters 

Difference 

between 

seaside 

then and 

now  

  The impact of 

Romans on 

Celtic/ Iron 

Age life 

(settlements 

and roads for 

trade) 

 

AU Geog: UK 

regions 

The changes 

from Stone 

Age to Iron 

Age 

 

Y1 AU Sci: 

materials 

    The changes 

in Askwith 

and Otley 

 

Y1 SP B 

Geog: 

physical and 

human 

features 

   



Component 4: 

Know the 

reasons for 

events, 

situations and 

changes and 

the results of 

a unit of 

essential 

knowledge   

   Why the 

fire burnt 

down so 

many 

buildings  

 

 

How and 

why 

Mary’s life 

changed 

after the 

war 

Why he 

made a 

reading 

system 

for the 

blind 

 Why 

Stonehenge 

was built 

  

 

 Reasons why 

Mayan 

civilisation 

grew and 

declined 

(trade) 

 

 

Reasons why 

changes in 

Askwith and 

Otley 

happened 

(trade) 

 Reasons why 

Athens was 

successful at 

Marathon 

 

Y1 SP A 

Geog: 

physical and 

human 

features 

 

Component 5: 

Know the 

significance of 

a unit of 

essential 

knowledge   

 Why we 

still have 

Bonfire 

Night 

today 

How 

London 

was 

rebuilt to 

prevent 

fires 

today 

 Why she 

is 

remembered 

today 

Why he is 

remembered 

today   

The legacies 

of the Romans 

(Roman 

numerals, 

place names 

and roads)  

  

Maths: Roman 

numerals 

  The legacy of 

Alfred the 

Great 

    The legacies 

of the 

Ancient 

Greeks 

(parliament, 

democracy) 

 

 

Component 6: 

Know what 

sources of 

evidence are 

relevant to 

make historical 

claims about a 

unit of 

essential 

knowledge  

Pictures, 

photos 

and 

artefacts 

tell us 

about the 

past 

 Pictures, 

photos 

and 

written 

sources 

tell us 

about the 

past 

Pictures 

and 

photos tell 

us about 

the past  

Pictures 

and phots 

tell us 

about the 

past 

Pictures 

and 

museums 

tell us 

about the 

past 

Pictures, 

photos and 

artefacts tell 

us about the 

past  

Historical 

sites tell us 

about the 

past  

 

Skara Brae 

 Historical 

sites tell us 

about the 

past 

 

Sutton Hoo 

Archaeological 

digs tell us 

about the 

past  

 

 

Archaeological 

digs tell us 

about the 

past 

 

Hieroglyphics   

Pictures, 

photos and 

records tell 

us about our 

local past 

 Artefacts 

tell is about 

Ancient 

Greece 

What 

propaganda is 

and how it 

was used 

 

Component 7: 

Know how to 

analyse 

connections 

and contrasts  

Answers to questions and questions to ask to find out about the past     The 

similarities 

between 

Anglo-Saxons, 

Vikings and 

Romans (social 

structure 

peasantry) 

 

 

The 

similarities 

between 

Ancient 

Egyptians and 

Stone Age 

people  

The 

similarities 

between the 

Maya and 

Ancient 

Egyptian 

people 

  The 

similarities 

and 

differences 

between the 

legacies of 

the Ancient 

Greeks and 

the Romans 

(Empire) 

Tudor, 

Victorian and  

WWII 

images were 

manipulated 

Component 8: 

Know reasons 

why 

contrasting 

arguments and 

interpretations 

of the past 

have been 

constructed  

  Different 

explanations 

in 

textbooks 

(Y2) 

   Different 

views of 

Boudicca 

Different 

explanations 

of 

Stonehenge  

 Different 

views of 

Alfred the 

Great 

 Explanations 

can change 

based on 

different 

sources 

evidence 

   Images were 

manipulated 

for different 

purposes  

 Key 

vocabulary/ 

abstract 

concepts  

  Parliament      Invasion 

Empire  

Trade 

Civilisation  Invasion 

Peasantry  

Civilisation  Civilisation 

Trade 

Trade   Civilisation 

Empire 

Democracy 

Parliament  

 

* In history, each unit of knowledge has a learning journey. This learning journey will incorporate the relevant components in a sequence that is appropriate for the acquisition of knowledge for that 

particular topic (see rolling programmes and essential knowledge overviews)  


